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Geologic Wonders of Southeast Oregon 
President’s Field Trip *** September 8-13, 2015 

 
President Janet Rasmussen will lead a field trip to the Steens Mountain area of Southeast 
Oregon. The first and last days are travel days. Participants are encouraged to make lodging plans 

at or near the Steens Mountain Resort (SMR), just a few miles east of the town of Frenchglen, Oregon. This trip will 
explore four general areas: Diamond Craters and the Peter French Round Barn, the Steens Mountain Loop, lakes and 
springs east of Steens Mountain, and the older terranes on the eastern side of the Pueblo Mountains. The Steens 
Mountain Resort has cabins, RV sites, and tent sites. There are showers, laundry, a camp store, and wifi. Nearby is Page 
Springs Campground, which is less expensive, but in an attractive natural setting with primitive campsites, potable water, 
and vault toilets. As you plan your drive to SMR, use Marli Miller’s new Roadside Geology of Oregon to plan your 
route and make stops of your own as time permits. You may want to go home a different route to see even more. 
 
Participants should check in with Janet to sign waivers and pick up field guides on arrival Tuesday afternoon/evening, 
September 8, at Cabin #4. Brief procedural and geologic overviews will be presented each morning prior to departure. 
The trip will begin Wednesday morning at 9 a.m. from Steens Mountain Resort.  

*********** 
Day 1 (9/9/15): Leave SMR at 9 am. Drive to Krumbo Reservoir, stopping at pictograph boulder. Drive north 
to Buena Vista Overlook via Malheur Wildlife Refuge. Take short hike on geological overview interpretive 
trail. Return south and then east to Diamond Craters. See selected stops and short walks on Diamond Loop 
Auto Tour. Continue east to Round Barn, where there is now a comfortable Visitor Center. Have presentation 
there by local rancher. Return to SMR. 
Day 2 (9/10/15): Leave SMR at 9 am. Drive east on Steens Mountain Loop Rd. Following USGS Field Guide 
to Steens Mountain Loop, will visit about 10 of the 26 stops. Optional walk to summit at radio towers, up 
steep road, or enjoy beautiful scenery above Little Wildhorse Lake basin. Lunch stop will be overlooking Big 
Indian Gorge. Return to SMR. 
Day 3 (9/11/15): Leave SMR at 8 am. Drive south on Hwy 202 along west side of Steens (Catlow Rim), 
observing paleo lake terraces, and stop at Fields. Drive north along east face of Steens Mountain. Stop at 
Borax Lake. Drive north to Mann Lake. Drive south then east on dirt road to Mickey Hot Springs. Return to 
main road, and drive south to Pike Creek Canyon to hike and do some rockhounding. A short distance south of 
this is Alvord Hot Springs. Participants may stop and soak. There is now a comfortable Visitor Center. At all 
water stops, we’ll test temperature and pH, and obtain small samples at some areas. Later we can look for 
diatoms and small creatures in the digital microscope. 
Day 4 (9/12/15): Lv SMR at 8 am. Drive south on Hwy 205/202 to Roaring Springs Ranch. Meet with 
biologist/tour caves in cliffs. Drive several miles on dirt road along western margin of Pueblo Mountains to 
see other caves (pending outcome of next scouting trip.) Drive to Fields for gas/restroom stop. Continue south 
to Domingo Pass Rd and turn right. Stop about 2 miles in to examine outcrops and rockhound. Drive to 
summit. Short walk to top of hill (optional) to see rock shelter. Return to E. Steens Rd and continue south. 
Drive short distance up one or two canyons (pending outcome of next scouting trip) to examine outcrops of 
Jurassic Pueblo Terrane rocks. 

*********** 
Participants are responsible their own lodging, transportation, and food arrangements. Carpooling is required each day, 
due to limited parking at many of the stops. Much of the trip will be on gravel roads, so vehicles with better clearance 
are preferable. More importantly, cars should be in good mechanical condition with good tires & full tank. It is 
recommended to gas up in Burns prior to driving south. Gas (regular only) is available at two locations: Frenchglen and 
Fields, & may be pricey. The weather is very changeable and unpredictable, so come prepared for both heat and cold, 
and all forms of precipitation and wind. Don’t forget to bring a bathing suit and towel on Day 3 for Alvord Hot Springs. 
There is cell phone service in almost all areas now.  



Trip Participation Policies:  
About 30 people have already expressed interest in the field trip early on, and have in some 
cases, already reserved lodging. Those people may register early.  
Those persons will receive an email advising them of this opportunity by mid-April. If you receive that email, send in 
your registration form (printed in this newsletter) and $70 fee by Saturday, May 2. There will be a limit of 30 
participants. Each participant must be a GSOC member or guest and should have a separate registration form. A 
nonmember may register if he/she includes a membership application form and payment with the registration form and 
fee.  
 
If, by May 2, there are less than 30 participants paid up and registered, then registration will be opened to all members 
until that limit is reached. If you have questions, contact Janet Rasmussen (jkayerocks@yahoo.com), or call 541-760-
7846. If the weather is bad or there are fires in the area, some (or all) of the trip will be canceled and your money 
refunded. More information about specifics will be emailed or sent to participants after the deadline. 
 
Strictly enforced: No persons under 18 years of age, and no pets will be permitted on this trip, due to the multiple 
hazards we may experience. There are precipitous cliffs on the east face of Steens Mountain, boiling hot springs at 
Mickey Basin, and always the possibility of rattlesnakes.  
 

REGISTRATION/MEDICAL INFORMATION FORM 
Geologic Wonders of Southeast Oregon – September 8-13, 2015 

 
NOTE: Fill out one registration and medical information form for each participant.  This application must be 
accompanied by a membership application and payment if you are not a member or guest of a participating 
member.  The membership application form is located in The Geological Newsletter or at 
www.gsoc.org/membership.html.   
 
REGISTRATION 
 
Participant name______________________________________________________________________________    

If participant is not a GSOC member, name of GSOC sponsor _____________________________________________  

Address of participant _____________________________________________________________________________  

City _____________________________________________________ State _____ Zip___________- ____________  

Phone (_____)______-__________Cell Phone (_____)______-__________Email address ______________________  

 
Fee: $ 70, includes field guide, BLM permit, Alvord Hot Springs fee. All other costs are responsibility of the 
participants. Send this form and payment to: 
GSOC, PO Box 907, Portland, OR 97207-0907, by May 2, 2015. 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
MEDICAL INFORMATION 

Name of physician: ______________________________ telephone number: __________________________________  

Allergies: ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Medications (attach list if necessary): ________________________________________________________________  

Special medical conditions: ________________________________________________________________________  

In case of an emergency call: _______________________________________________________________________  

 

 



 

Application for membership 

THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF THE OREGON COUNTRY 
 
Name________________________________________________ Spouse____________________________________ 

Children under age 18______________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________  City _____________ State ___ Zip________-______ 

Phone (_____)_____-__________     Email address____________________________________________________ 

Geologic Interests and Hobbies: 
 
 
Please indicate Membership type and include check for appropriate amount: 

Individual $25.00 ___________ Family $35.00 _____________ Student $15.00 _____________ 

Make Check Payable to: The Geological Society of the Oregon Country 
    PO Box 907 
    Portland, OR  97207-0907 


