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VISITORS WELCOME AT ALL MEETINGS

 

September/October 

Activities 

 

Friday Night Lecture, September 12, Selicity 

Icefire, post-baccalaureate student of geology at 

Portland State University, will speak on "Radon in 

the Willamette Valley: An Unexpected Hazard". 

 

When one thinks of Oregon a main rock type 

springs to mind, basalt. This is especially apparent 

in the Columbia River gorge and the Willamette 

Valley where this rock is easily visible. Even our 

majestic mountains are a mixture of basalt and 

andesite. So why does the Willamette valley have 

such a high concentration of the carcinogenic radon 

gas that is often associated with granitic rocks? The 

answer can be found in the events of the last ice age 

and the massive changes this time created. Radon is 

the second leading cause of lung cancer in the US 

overall and the leading cause among nonsmokers. 

Though an unexpected hazard in much of Oregon, 

there are solutions to the radon problem. It is simple 

to detect and mitigate, potentially saving hundreds 

of thousands of dollars in medical costs.   

 

Selicity Icefire graduated from Portland State 

University in 2007 with a BS in anthropology 

(emphasis in archaeology) and a minor in geology. 

She returned to PSU in 2012 as a post-bac to earn 

her BS in geology. Under the guidance of Dr. Scott 

Burns her goal is to become an engineering 

geologist. Selicity is the main author of ‘The 

Importance of Season in the Testing of Radon using 

Short-Term tests in Residential Structures, Portland, 

Oregon’. The study’s conclusions have been 

presented at the Geological Society of America 

national meeting 2013, 2014 Oregon Academy of 

Science meeting, Portland State University 
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Research Symposium 2014, and the Geological 

Society of America regional meeting 2014.  She is 

also one of the recipients of the first annual Burns 

Scholarship Award. 

 

Friday Night Lecture, October 10, Dr. Adam Booth, 

Portland State University Department of Geology, 

will give a talk about a landslide in Norway he has 

researched titled "Deciphering a Newly Discovered 

Bedrock Landslide Complex above Hyenfjord, 

Western Norway.” 

 

Catastrophic rock avalanches are relatively common 

in the steep, inner fjord regions of western Norway 

and have historically caused hundreds of deaths 

either directly or by secondary effects such as 

tsunami-like displacement waves.  The landslide 

team at the Norwegian Geological Survey recently 

discovered a mile wide, actively deforming bedrock 

slope above Hyenfjord, and this talk will report our 

preliminary hazard analysis of the site based on a 

variety of state of the data including GPS, satellite 

synthetic aperture radar, airborne and terrestrial 

laser scanning, and field mapping. For more info 

visit Dr. Booth’s website. 

 

Join GSOC members at Pizzicato Pizza, 1708 SW 

6th Ave., at 6:00 p.m. before the lectures for an 

informal dinner and conversation.  

 

Free parking is available at Portland State 

University Friday nights after 5 p.m. in Parking 

Structure 2 on Broadway Ave. directly across from 

Cramer Hall and on level one of Parking Structure 

1, bounded by Broadway and 6
th

 Aves. and 

Harrison and Hall Streets.   

 

President's Field Trip: Tertiary Sedimentary 

Geology of the Oregon Cascades 

Wednesday, September 3, 2014 – Saturday, 

September 6, 2014  

Reservations have closed for this exciting field trip 

to visit Cascades sedimentation sites on both sides 

of the Cascades mountain range. Led by GSOC 

President Sheila Alfsen, this trip will feature Dr. 

William Orr as guest speaker on the western side of 

the Cascades and  Jason McClaughry of DOGAMI 

on the eastern side. 

Call or email Sheila if you have additional 

questions. 

 

NOTE: You must be a GSOC member or guest of a 

member to attend GSOC field trips. You may join 

GSOC at any time, for $25.  

 

Future Activities 

 

Friday Night Lecture, November 14, Dr. Martin 

Streck has been scheduled to speak. 

 

GSOC 6
th

 Annual Holiday Party is planned for 

Friday, December 12, at location to be announced. 
Party details will follow in the November/December 

issue of the newsletter and online at www.gsoc.org. We 

will be accepting donations from members to help cover 

party supplies and venue rental. Send donations to Dawn 

Juliano at the GSOC mailing address or give them to her 

in person at the event. 

 

Friday Night Lecture, January 9, 2015, Dr. Scott 

Burns has been scheduled to speak. 

 

Check the GSOC website (www.gsoc.org) for more 

information and updates to the calendar. 

 

BOARD MEETING NOTES 
August 17, 2014 

 

President Sheila Alfsen called the meeting to order 

at this year’s annual picnic site at Guy Talbot State 

Park. Other board members in attendance 

constituting quorum were Janet Rasmussen, Dawn 

Juliano, Paul Edison-Lahm, Bev Vogt, and Marty 

Muncie. Also in attendance were GSOC members 

Dave Olcott, Bart Bartels, Carol Hasenberg, Doug 

Rasmussen and Peregrine Edison-Lahm. The 

minutes of the June 21, 2014 board meeting were 

approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report  

Treasurer’s report was approved. New membership 

and renewal payments are now being taken online 

through Stripe and online dues have been raised by 

$1.00 to cover the transaction costs. 

 

http://web.pdx.edu/~boothad/
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Events 

Sheila reports that GSOC participation in the 

Volunteers of America “Kids at Home in the Wild” 

program went very well and she hopes to participate 

again next year. Bo Nonn, Ellen Nonn, and PSU 

student Jiaming Yang did a great job taking small 

children on a field trip to the Sandy River.  

 

Friday night lectures. 

Janet has commitments for Friday night lecture 

from the following speakers: Selicity Icefire on 

mapping radon levels in Portland (September), 

Adam Booth on landslides in Norwegian fiords 

(October), Martin Streck (November), and Scott 

Burns on the Mt. Lassen volcano (January). GSOC 

will be setting up a donation box for the suggested 

$3 donation at lectures.  

 

Snack committee: In coming months Friday night 

lecture snacks will be provided by the following 

members: September – Bev & Bart, October – 

Sheila, November – Carol. Marty will recruit future 

snack committee members. 

 

Field Trips 

Responding to a concern that weekdays are difficult 

for some members, we discussed clustering field 

trip dates around a weekend and the possibility of 

day trips. 

 

President's field trip: Sheila has pre-run the field 

trip and will send out an informational letter to 

registrants soon. About fifteen people are registered 

so far. People will need to bring mattresses or foam 

pads for our stay at the Silver Falls Ranch House. 

Sheila has also arranged for GSOC discounts at 

both the Madras Econolodge and the Inn at Cross 

Keys Station for the second half of the trip. Paul 

will link a printable field trip form on the website.  

 

80th Birthday Activities 

Annual banquet: Sheila has enlisted plate tectonics 

expert Tanya Atwater to speak at the 2015 annual 

banquet. Since Prof. Atwater’s talk will be popular, 

registration should be opened early to GSOC and 

other organizations — and we will also need a big 

banquet hall, so Dawn will investigate Ernesto’s 

and other venues. The date for the banquet was set 

for Sunday, March 8
th

, 2015.  

 

Other 80
th

 Birthday activities may include: 

 posting “80 years ago today” items on the 

website 

 Janet’s Steens Area 2015 President’s field 

trip 

 Paul’s Portland Building Stone field trip 

 interviewing members about GSOC history.  

Sheila will make an announcement at our next 

Friday meeting soliciting contributions about GSOC 

history and Bev will also contact Rosemary. 

 

Holiday Party: Dawn has reserved the Benson 

House for December 12
th

, 2014; both Carol and 

Dawn will be on the holiday committee. However, 

an 80
th

 birthday cake and celebration will be 

reserved until the 2015 Holiday Party. 

 

Old and New Business 

Newsletter Archive  

All GSOC newsletters back to 1935 have been 

scanned to PDF format and Paul has linked them on 

the website. Scanning of the last two boxes from 

1935 to 1989 included higher resolution scans of 

photos and maps and so was more expensive then 

than the first box of 1990 to 2007. All PDFs are 

backed up in multiple locations and Paul will put 

the CDs in the GSOC library. 

 

New member outreach 

Paul raised the issue of outreach to new members 

now that members can sign up online. Sheila will 

greet and welcome new members at meetings. 

 

Next board meeting 10:00 a.m., October 11
th

 at 

Rosemary’s. 

 

Notes compiled from board meeting minutes 

submitted by GSOC Secretary Paul Edison-Lahm. 
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Geological Society of the Oregon Country Activities: 

 

ANNUAL EVENTS: President’s Field Trip—Summer or Fall; Banquet—March; Annual Business Meeting—

February. 

FIELD TRIPS: About 4 per year.  Fees: see field trip announcements on the calendar next page. 

GSOC LIBRARY: Rm. 69, Cramer Hall, Portland State University.  Open 7:00 p.m. prior to meetings. 

PROGRAMS: Second Friday evening most months, 7:30 p.m., Rm. S17, Cramer Hall, PSU,  SW Broadway at 

SW Mill St., Portland, Oregon.  

MEMBERSHIP: Per year from January 1: Individual--$25, Family--$35, Junior (under 18)/Student--$15.  

Membership applications are available on the website www.gsoc.org. 

PUBLICATIONS: THE GEOLOGICAL NEWSLETTER (ISSN 0270 5451), published bimonthly and 

mailed to each member. Subscriptions available to libraries and organizations only at $20.00 per year. 

Single Copies are available at $2.00 each. Order from:  

Geological Society of the Oregon Country, P.O. Box 907, Portland, Oregon 97207 

TRIP LOGS: Write to the same address for names and price list.  

 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF THE OREGON COUNTRY 

 

Name________________________________________________ Spouse____________________________________ 

Children under age 18______________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________  City _____________ State ___ Zip________-______ 

Phone (_____)_____-__________     Email address____________________________________________________ 

Geologic Interests and Hobbies_____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate Membership type and include check for appropriate amount: 

Individual $25.00 ___________ Family $35.00 _____________ Student $15.00 _____________ 

Make Check Payable to: The Geological Society of the Oregon Country 

    PO Box 907 

     Portland, OR  97207-0907

 

http://www.gsoc.org/

